[Transfusional needs and blood saving strategies during orthotopic heart transplantation].
It is difficult to evaluate transfusional needs during cardiac surgery. One hundred fifty patients undergoing orthotopic cardiac transplantation were divided into two groups (A and B) according to the blood saving strategies. (Group A: no important saving strategies; group B: all blood saving techniques utilized). A low blood, plasma and platelet consumption was observed, with good clinical results, in group B. During orthotopic cardiac transplantation, it would be suitable to use all the saving transfusional blood strategies and a correct use of hemocomponents as during all cardiac surgery.